
7. CONSUMATION  
“In the last days, God says, I will pour 
out my Spirit on all people. Your sons 
and daughters will prophesy, your 
young men will see visions, your old 
men will dream dreams. I will show 
wonders in the heavens above and 
signs on the earth below, blood and 
fire and billows of smoke. The sun will 
be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood before the coming of the great 
and glorious day of the Lord. (2:17, 20) 
Repent, then, and turn to God, so that 
your sins may be wiped out, that times 
of refreshing may come from the Lord, 
and that he may send the Messiah, 
who has been appointed for you, even 
Jesus. Heaven must receive him until 
the time comes for God to restore 
everything, as he promised long ago 
through his holy prophets.” (3:19-21) 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

5. CHRIST  
“Jesus of Nazareth was a man 
accredited by God to you by miracles, 
wonders and signs, which God did 
among you through him, as you your-
selves know. This man was handed 
over to you by God’s deliberate plan 
and foreknowledge; and you, with the 
help of wicked men, put him to death 
by nailing him to the cross. But God 
raised him from the dead, freeing him 
from the agony of death, because it 
was impossible for death to keep its 
hold on him. Exalted to the right hand 
of God, he has received from the 
Father the promised Holy Spirit and 
has poured out what you now see and 
hear. “Therefore let all Israel be 
assured of this: God has made this 
Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.” (2:22-24, 33, 36)  

THE APOSTLE’S EPIC 
We tend to think of facts as objective 
and of stories as subjective. But facts 
are always interpreted through the 
lens of stories. These stories are often 
held unconsciously, and yet they are 
guarded intensely. They answer the 
fundamental questions about our lives, 
such as “Where do we come from?” 
“What is wrong with the world?” “How 
can we fix it?” and “Where are we 
going?” The compelling influence of a 
story is felt when it can answer these 
questions in a more beautiful and 
comprehensive way than other stories. 
In the Acts of the Apostles, we find an 
alternative story through which our 
identity and destiny can be discerned. 
As you read this story, notice what 
emotions are stirred up, and consider 
your facts with a fresh interpretation.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. CORRUPTION 
“Therefore since we are God’s off-
spring, we should not think that the 
divine being is like gold or silver or 
stone, an image made by human 
design and skill. In the past God 
overlooked such ignorance, but now 
he commands all people everywhere 
to repent. (17:29-30) 
“Friends, why are you doing this? We 
too are only human, like you. We are 
bringing you good news, telling you to 
turn from these worthless things to the 
living God, who made the heavens and 
the earth and the sea and everything in 
them. In the past, he let all nations go 
their own way. Yet he has not left him-
self without testimony: He has shown 
kindness by giving you rain from 
heaven and crops in their seasons; he 
provides you with plenty of food and 
fills your hearts with joy.” (14:15-17) 



1. CREATION 
“The God who made the world and 
everything in it is the Lord of heaven 
and earth and does not live in temples 
built by human hands. And he is not 
served by human hands, as if he 
needed anything. Rather, he himself 
gives everyone life and breath and 
everything else. From one man he 
made all the nations, that they should 
inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed times in 
history and the boundaries of their 
lands. God did this so that they would 
seek him and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far 
from any one of us. ‘For in him we live 
and move and have our being.’ As 
some of your own poets have said, ‘We 
are his offspring.’ (17:24-28) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

3. COVENANT 
“The God of glory appeared to our 
father Abraham while he was still in 
Mesopotamia, before he lived in Harran. 
‘Leave your country and your people,’ 
God said, ‘and go to the land I will 
show you.’ So he left the land of the 
Chaldeans and settled in Harran. After 
the death of his father, God sent him 
to this land where you are now living. 
He gave him no inheritance here, not 
even enough ground to set his foot on. 
But God promised him that he and his 
descendants after him would possess 
the land, even though at that time 
Abraham had no child. Then he gave 
Abraham the covenant of circumcision. 
Abraham became the father of Isaac 
and circumcised him eight days after 
his birth. Later Isaac became the father 
of Jacob, and Jacob became the father 
of the twelve patriarchs. (7:2-5)  

6. CHURCH 
Those who accepted his message were 
baptized, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day. 
They devoted themselves to the 
apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by 
the apostles. All the believers were 
together and had everything in 
common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had 
need. Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. 
They broke bread in their homes and 
ate together with glad and sincere 
hearts, praising God and enjoying the 
favor of all the people. And the Lord 
added to their number daily those who 
were being saved. (2:41-47) 
 
 
 
 

 
4. COUNTRY 

The God of the people of Israel chose 
our ancestors; he made the people 
prosper during their stay in Egypt; with 
mighty power he led them out of that 
country; for about forty years he end-
ured their conduct in the wilderness; 
and he overthrew seven nations in 
Canaan, giving their land to his people 
as their inheritance. All this took about 
450 years. After this, God gave them 
judges until the time of Samuel the 
prophet. “Then the people asked for a 
king, and he gave them Saul son of 
Kish, of the tribe of Benjamin, who 
ruled forty years. After removing Saul, 
he made David their king. God testified 
concerning him: ‘I have found David 
son of Jesse, a man after my own 
heart; he will do everything I want him 
to do.’ From this man’s descendants 
God has brought to Israel the Savior 
Jesus, as he promised. (13:17-23) 
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